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I. Department Requirements 

The conditions under which Utility grade light fram
ing lumber will be approved for use by this department 
appear in part in Section 2320.11.1 of the CBC and are 
as follows: 

A. Utility grade studs shall be spaced a maximum of 16 
inches on center and support not more than a ceiling 
and a roof. 

B. The maximum wall height shall be 8 feet for exterior 

and/or load-bearing walls and 10 feet for interior 
nonload-bearing walls. 

C. 2x3 utility grade studs shall not be used in exterior 
walls. 

D. Utility grade lumber may also be used for double top 
plates on stud walls, for sill plates, and for draft stops 
and fire blocks. 

This information is available in alternative formats for persons with disabilities.
 
To request this information in alternative format, call (619) 446-5446 or (800) 735-2929 (TT)
 


